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Dan. XII. 3. 

Aud they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 

Brightneſs of the Fi mament; and they 


that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars for ever and ever. 


DHE Words which I have read, 
Aare Part of Daniel's Prophecy, 
5 which relates to the Time of 
the Meſias. And ſome make that 
= "ime to be the Time of our Sa- 
viour's firſt Entrance into the World; but o- 
thers, ſome glorious Time in the latter Ages 
of the Church, when there will be a great 
A 2 Change 
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Change for the better, in reſpeZt of Virtue and 
Holineſs; for there will be, as St. Peter hath 
expreſſed it, a new Heaven, and a new Earth, in 
which dwelleth Righteouſneſs. 
Now I ſhall not at preſent conſider the 
Text, with reſpect to one time more than to 
another; but {hall only take occaſion from it, 


I. To examine the Character of ſuch ,as, 
in the Time of the Goſpel, would be moſt 
conſpicuous and eminent: They are ſtyPd 
wiſe Men; they do turn many to Righteouſneſs, 

IT. To conſider the Nature of their Re. 
ward: They do ſhine as the Brightnef of the 
Firmament, tnd as the Stars for ever and ever, 


I begin with the Character of ſuch. as, in 
the Time of the Goſpel, would be moſt 
conſpicuous and eminent. 

Firſt, They are ſtyl'd wiſe Men. Wiſdom is 
what all Men pretend to have a mighty Kind- 
neſs for, and what ſcarce any one will allow 
himſelf to want; and yet how ſew are there, 
who act according to the ſtrict, Rules of it? 
But they who embrace Chriſtianity, and di- 
rect their Lives and Actions according. to its 
Precepts, may deſervedly be ſtyl'd wiſe Men, 
in theſe following Reſp. &s. 3 

1 In propoſing to themſelves, in all their 
Actions, the beſt End. S 

2al;, In endeavouring to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the certain Method of obtain- 
ing it. 


34h, 
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4nd of making others ſo. 5 
zal, In putting ſuch Method of obtaining 
it into Practice. | L 
1#, They who embrace the Goſpel, and 
act according to its Precepts, are wiſe Men, 
in that they propoſe to themſelves, in all 
their Actions, the beſt End. It has always 
deen accounted an Inſtance of great Wiſdom 
to lay ſuch Deſigns as are molt for any one's 
Benefit and Advantage. And in the Ma- 
nagement of temporal Affairs, he is reckon'd 
very indiſcreet and fooliſh, who has regard 
to ſuch Projects as, inſtead of being beneficial 
to him, will do him Harm. Now the ſin- 
cere Chriſtian is ſo far from Saving any 
Aims as can be prejudicial to him, as never 
to intend any _ but what muſt neceſſari- 
ly do him the moſt good ; for that which he 
has always in his View, 1s the Favour of God 
in this World, and eternal Happineſs in the 
World to come. And what can any one de- 
ſire more, than to be at preſent in conſtant 
Favour with an Almighty, All-wiſe, Graci- 
ous Being, who maketh all things to work toge- 
ther for their good, who love him; and to have 
hereafter an eternal Habitation with the ſame 
Being in Heaven; and to be made Partaker 
of thoſe Joys, which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
hard, nor hath it enter'd into the Heart of Man 
rihifully to conceive of ? | 
2diy, The Wiſdom of thoſe who have em- 
braced the Goſpel, and do live according to 
ns Precepts, appears in that having propos'd 
to themſelves the beſt End, they endea- 
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6 The great Advantage of being Good, 
vour to be thorou hly acquainted with the 
Way and Manner of _— it. What i; 
any ne the better for having ſomething that 
is greatly for his Advantage always in his 
View, if he is at the fame time ignorant 
which Way to come at it ? 

The ſincere Chriſtian therefore gives goad 
Evidence of his great Wiſdom, by making 
the ſtricteſt Inquiries into the Method for the 
obtaining of Salvation, which is preſcrib'd 
by Jeſus Chriſt. He is not content with a. 
ny fleader Account of it; but endeavours, in 
the fir Place, to be rightly informed of the 
Goodneſs «Saas in procuring ſo great a Sal. 
vation for him. He then ſtudies the Excel. 
leacy of our Saviour's Perſon, as well as the 
Nature of that Atonement, which has been 

rocur'd for Sinners by him. And, in the 
aſt Place, he takes Care to be duly inform'd, 
what thoſe Duties are, which are requir'd of 
him; what he is to believe, and what to 
praQiſc, in order to quality himſelf for the 
Favour of God in this World, and for an Is 
heritance in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

And that he may be guilty of as few Mi 
ſtakes as it is poſſible for any one to be guil 
ty of, with reſpect to Matters of ſuch great 
Weight and Moment, he converſeth daily 
with the holy Scriptures. He conſults good 
Men, and good Books, and ſpares no Pains 
to be rightly inſtructed in the Meaning of 
that Revelation, wherein theſe things are 
diſcover'd to him. * 
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"34, and Laſtly, The Wiſdom of thoſe who 
embrace Chriftianity, and live according to 
its Precepts, is evident, in that having Men 
made acquainted with the Method of Salva- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt, they are careful to put 
into Practice whatever is neceſſary to be 
done by them ſor the obtaining of it. For 
any one to have the Proſpect of what would 
be very much for his Advantage, to know 
how it may be obtained, and not to purſue 
ſuch Methods as are preſcrib'd for the ob- 
taining of it, is reckon'd an Inſtance of the 
hi belt Indiſcretion; and yet how many, 
ohs call themſelves Chriſfians, are daily 
guilty of it? who know the Way of the 
Lord very well, but reſuſe to walk in it; 
who wiſh for Salvation, are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Rules, which are to be 
obſery'd for the obtaining of it; and yet 
will not be perſwaded to act according to 
them, Now unto theſe our Saviour fich 
Marth. vii. 21. Not every one that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kjngdom of 
Heaven ; but he that doth the Will of my Father 
which is in Heaven. | 

All Pretences to the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
or to any Acquaintance with Him, ſignify 
ly nthing, unleſs there be a ſtrict Conformity 
ds the divine Precepts, an earneſt Endea- 
jour to be clean from all Defilement of Fleſh 
nnd Spirit, and to perfect Holineſs in the Fear 
re of God: Hereby we know that we know him, 
(airh St. John, 1 Epiſt. ii. 3.) i. e. to any | 
VS = pur- 
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purpoſe, if we keep his Command ments; a 
Therelore cb 5 Chriſtian not © 0 
erts all his Powers and Faculties, in inform. 
ing himſelf how he may be happy, but like. 
wiſe in taking due Pains to remove all Ob. 
ſtacles out of the Way, which might any 
Ways obſtruct and hinder it; in denying all 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts; in ſtriving 
to pay an exact Obedience to all our Say. 
our's Laws; and more and more to partake 
of the divine Nature, by being in all re. 
ſpects, as much as he can, pure as God is pure, 
and holy as he is holy, ed, 
And thus have I done with the firſt Part 
of the Character which the Prophet gives of 
thoſe, who, in the Times of the Goſpel, 
would be moſt conſpicuous and eminent, 
They are ſtyl'd wiſe Men: 1ſt, In that in all 
their Actions, they always propoſe to them: 
ſelves the beſt End. 24ly, In that they en. 
deavour to be rightly inform'd, how it may 
be obtain'd. 34h), In that they take Care 
to put into Practice, what is neceſſary for the 
obtaining of it. Cy | 
But thus far they are wiſe only for them. 
ſelves. Another Part of their Character is 
that they are wiſe for others as well as for 
themſelyes ; for they are ſaid to tafn many unto 
Righteouſneſs. The Text being ſpoken with 
reſpect to the Times of the Goſpel, by R. 
reouſneſs, is not to be underſtood, actual un- 
ſinning Obedience, perform'd by Man's own 
Strength and Abilities; but ſuch a R#zhreou 
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ue as is required by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Divine Spirit, and becomes acceptable through 
the Merits of a crucihed Saviour. 

Mankind having corrupted all their Ways, 
and there being ſuch a Byaſs upon their In- 
clinations and Affections towards what is ſin- 
ful, that if God ſhould be fo ſevere, as with 
Rigour to puniſh what is done amiſs, all mult 
periſh, becauſe all have ſinned : It pleas'd 
him, out of his infinite Goodneſs, to ſend, as 
at this Time, his own Son into the World, 
to take humane Nature upon him, and, by 
his Death and Sufferings, to make an Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the whole World. And 
that no one may complain for want of Abi- 
lities to perform ſuch Obedience as 1s requir- 
ed of him, he promiſeth the Aſſiſtance ot his 
holy Spirit toall ſuch as place their wholeTruſt 
and Confidence in his Son's Suffcrings, and 
being heartily ſorry for what is paſt, take 
Care not to be guilty of the ſame Offences 
for the time to come. Upon which Account, 
they are now ſtyPd Righteous in God's Sight, 
whoſe Courſe of Life, in the main, is regular, 
and ſuch as it ought to be; and who, not- 
withitanding their many Slips and Pailings, 
do perform, through the divine Grace which 
ſtrengthens them, the Terms of the new Co- 
—_ eſtabliſh'd with them in Chriſt Je- 
us, | 


Now to be jnftrumental in making Men 


thus conformable to the divine Will in all 


things, according to the Tenor of the Goſpel, 
1 B | 15 
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is what is meant by t4rning many to Rizhte. 
ouſne fl. Which is to be effected, 

1. By good Inſtruction. 

2. By that Authority which ſome have o. 
ver others. 

3. By good Example. 

1. They who are foretold to be moſt emi. 
nent in the Times of the Goſpel, are ſuch 
as turn many to Righteouſneſs by good Inſtru- 
ction. Whilſt Perſons are ignorant of the 
vertuous Way in which they ought to walk, 
what Wonder is it if they never walk in it? 
What Wonder if they are guilty of ſuch 
Practices, as not only bring Ruin upon them. 
ſelves, but are likewiſe, oftentimes, the Occa- 
ſion of many Diſorders in the World, and of 
bringing much Miſchief upon others ? 

Now it is indeed the chief Buſineſs of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel to be Preachers af 
Righteouſneſs; to explain the Nature thereof 
to others ; and to be very urgent with them, 
to live in a ſtrict Conformity to the Rules of 
it. But this ought not to be the Care of 
them alone; for all that have any true Re- 
gard for the Chriſtian Profeſſion, will do 
what they can to render others throughly 
acquainted with it: They will, as Oppor- 
tunity offers it ſelf, inſtru thoſe whoare near 
and about them themſelves ; or, if they have 
not Leiſure for it, they will provide Inſtruct- 
ers for them. But, above all things, they 
will freely beſtow part of their Income to- 
wards the religious Education of thoſe of the 

meaner 
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meaner ſort, who, in a Matter of ſuch great 
Conſequence, would otherwiſe have no Care 
at all taken of them. And in this Reſpect 
they are great Benefactors to Mankind, in 
that not being content to have their own 
Minds inlightned with the Truth, they en- 
deavour to propagate it far and near; and 
do thereby not only conſult the Intereſt of 
ſuch as are by their Means inlightened, but 
likewiſe prevent Abundance of thoſe Trou- 
bles and Calamities in the World, which 
Mens Ignorance of their Duty, and the V- 
ces which do thereupon enſue, are general- 
ly the Cauſe of. 

2aly, Sincere Chriftians do turn many to 
Righteouſneſs, by that Authority which tome 
of them have over others. Good Inftru- 
Qion is of great Uſe to render Men virtu- 
ous; but Hopes and Fears go oftentimes a 
great deal further, towards the bringing it to 
als. 
| When wholeſome Laws are enacted for 
the Encouragement of Piety and Goodneſs, 
and for the Diſcouragement of Sin and Wick- 


edneſs, and Care is taken that ſuch Laws 


are duly put into Execution ; when Favours 
are beſtowed upon ſuch as are moſt emt- 
nent tor a religious Carriage and Behaviour; 
when Inferiors are frequently called upon to 
mind their Duty, and are ſure to be re- 
prov'd, whenever they neglect it; when by 
being wicked, they find that they ſhall cer- 
tainly loſe thoſe Advantages which others 

B 2 en- 
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enjoy; and that if they are guilty of any 
groſs Impieties, they ſhall not fail to ſmart 
for it. In theſe, and the like Caſes, the 
Hopes of receiving ſome ſuitable Recom. 
pence, when Men do well; and the Fears 
of being puniſh'd, if they do ill, will ma. 
ny times not only deter them from fol. 
lowing their wonted wicked Courſes, but 
likewiſe ſtir them up to approve themſelves, 
by a virtuous Converſation, to ſuch, in whoſe 
Power they know it to be to do them ſome 
Kindneſs. And their Superiors, by being 
the Inſtruments of ſo much Good to them, 
will, upon this Account, be reckon'd moſt 
uſefully to have emptoy*'d that Authority 
with which they are entruſted; and fully 
to have anſwer'd the Character in the Text, 
of ſuch as turn many to Righteouſneſs, 

zaly, and laſtly, Good Example is that 
whereby many are turned unto Righteouſneſ. 
Good Example opens to us the Nature of 
Righteouſneſs, with all its Beauties and Ex- 
cellencies, after the moſt eaſy and compen- 
dious Manner. It ſhews the Duties there- 
of to be practicable; it enflames our Cou- 


rage and Reſolution in the Purſuit of it; 


it provokes Emulation, and begets within 0- 
thers an earneſt Deſire to be like thoſe, who 
are renowned for it. Happy therefore, 
thrice happy they, who have ſuch an Ex- 
ample always in their Sight, and live under 
the conſtant Influence of it, 


Where- 
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Whereas, on the other Hand, although 
good Inſtruction, and the Authority of Su- 
periors, go a great Way to make others re- 
ligious; yet ſuch is the Infection of bad Ex- 
ample, that they will both oſtentimes loſe 
their Efficacy, it they who ought to be in- 
fluenc'd by them, are always ſurrounded 
with none but irreligious and prophane Livers. 
Nay, ſhould Parents and Governours be ne- 
ver ſo urgent with thoſe under their Charge, 
to ſtick cloſe to their holy Profeſſion, and 
to live up to its Precepts; if they, at the 
ame time, were remiſs in their own Lives 
and Converſations, what would all their 
Exhortations, their Reproofs, their Corre- 
tions fignify? Thoſe under their Charge 
would hardly think them in earneſt, when 
they ſo vehemently preſſed the - Obſervance 
of ſuch Duties as they themſelves were ſo 
negligent in the Obſervance of. And there- 
ſore it highly concerns all Perſons, who de- 
ire to be any Ways inſtrumental in promot- 
ing the Cauſe of Religion, to provide things 
honeſt in the Sight of all Mex, and to let their 
Light ſo ſhine before others, that they may 
ſee their good Works, and thereby be excited 
to imitate and become like them. 

And thus have J done with the ſecond 
part of the Character of ſuch as, in the 
Time of the Goſpel, would be moſt conſpi- 
cuous and eminent. They are ſuch as turn 
many to Righteouſneſs. 
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1ſt, By good Inſtruction. 

2aly, By the Authority which Superior 
have over Inferiors. N 

34% By good Example. 


J paſs now to conſider the Reward of 
ſuch their Behaviour, which is expreſſed in 
theſe Words; They do ſhine as the Brightneſ 
of the Firmament, and as the Stars for ever and 
ever. Now I ſhall make their Reward here 
made mention of, to conſiſt in theſe thre 
things. | 

Firſt, In that great Reputation which they 
will thereby procure for themſelves. 
Secondly, In thoſe Thanks which will be 

offer'd unto God upon their Account. 

Thirdly, In their being much more ſecure 
of the Divine Favour than others are. 

Firſt, They who are ie, and turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, will ſhine as the Brighineſs of 
the Firmament, and as the Stars for ever and 
ever, in reipect of that great Reputation 
which they will thereby procure for them- 
ſelves. Tlie Firmament, and thoſe luminous 
Bodies above, is what cvery one does much 
admire, and is raviſh'd with the Sight of, 
And thus it fairs with thoſe fincere Chrt 
ſtians, who are not only truly religious them- 
ſelves, but endeavour all they can to make 
others ſo too; for ſuch is the Luſtre of all 
good Actions, that it commands Reſpect ma- 
ny times from ſome of the worſt Men. 


And they know not how to ſpeak — 
tian 
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than well of thoſe, who give them no juſt 
Occaſion why they ſhould. But then as to 
all wiſe and good Men; theſe to be ſure 
will highly extol their religious Behaviour. 
And this, although it ſhould have no further 
Influence than the Perſons of thoſe, in whom 8 
n they admire it: But when they obſerve it | 
p to diffuſe its Virtue far and wide; when 
4 WF whole Families, whole Cities, whole King- 
e doms, are the better for it. When a Re- 
0 formation is begun by it in one Age, and a 
Foundation laid ſor great Improvement in 
U Holineſs in the next; this increaſeth their 
Admiration and Eſteem, and they never 
e T think they can ſpeak enough in the Praiſe 
of thoſe, who are ſuch publick Bleſſings, not 
© only to their Friends and Relations, and 
to the Neighbourhood, but likewiſe to 
Strangers, aud ſuch as are a-far of, per- 
5 WH haps to Enemies, and to the whole Nation 
1 WW unto which they belong. 
MN Secondly, They who are wiſe, and turn ma- 
.) to Rophteonſneff, {hall ſhine as the Brigluneſi 
1 of the Hrmament, in reſpect of thoſe Thanks 
el which will be offered to God upon their 
0. Account. The Firmament and Stars are ſo 
l- WF delightful to behold, and ſo many are the 
n. Benefits which accrue to the World by 
ke ar Light and Heat which they are the 
al W Cauſe of chat they who believe a God, 
a” WF nuſt needs be very thankful to Him, for 
. /aving beſtow'd ſuch extraordinary Gifts up- 
on 
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on the Sons of Men. And the ſame Thank. 
fulnefs they will be ready to expreſs toward 
him for the great Advantages which the 
World enjoys, by ſuch as are wiſe, and 
turn many to Righteouſneſs. And there. 
fore when our Saviour exhorts his Diſciples 
to take Care, that their Light may ſo ſhin 
before Men, that they may ſee their good Works, 
he adds, And glorify their Father which 
1 in Heaven; intimating thereby, that when 
it is obſerv'd, what a great deal of Good is 
done to the World, by ſuch as ſtrive to 
make others as religious as themſelves; 
God's Name will be adored, and his Good. 
neſs magnified, for having raiſed up ſuch 
excellent Perſons for the Good of Man. 


kind, and for the Promoting of his own 


Glory. | 

And what can be a greater Satisfaction to 
the Mind of any religious Man, than to 
think, that he is become ſomewhat ſervice. 
able to his Creator, by the Praiſes and 
Thank!givings which are by others offer'd 
to Him upon his Account ? Who would not 
think himſelf to be highly rewarded for his 
Piety, Charity, and all the Labour he had 
been at on the Behalf of others, who knows 
and feels himſelf to be hereby advanced io 
the Honour of being a remarkable Inſtru- 


ment of his Saviour's Glory? 


| Third 
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Thiraly, The Reward of ſuch as are wiſe, 
and turn many to Righteouſneſs, conſiſts in their 
being much more ſecure of the Divine Fa- 
your than others are, That ſhining does im- 

ly thus much, appears in that, even here 
upon Earth, the Faces of thoſe who have 
been higheſt in God's Eſteem, have ſhone 
after an extraordinary Manner. Thus it is 
faid of Moſes, that after he had been con- 
verſing with God, and receiv'd the Law in 
two Tables from him, the Skin of his Face 
ſo ſhone, that the J/raelites were afraid to 
come near him. Thus alſo it happened to 
our Saviour upon his Transfiguration, when 
the Evangeliſt tells us, that his Face did ſhine 
4s the Sun, Matth. xvii. 2. And when it is 


e 


aid of the firſt Martyr St. Stephen, that they 


beheld his Face as the - 0 of an Angel, Acts vi. 
15. it is very probable that his Face ſhone 
with an extraordinary Luſtre. 

But this is not the only Reaſon, why 


ſhining as the Stars is accounted a Mark of 


the divine Favour; for we find our Saviour 
in the xiiih of St. Matthew, ver. 43. expreſly 
to declare concerning the Righteous, That 
they ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in the Ring- 
dom of their Father. And hence the Apoſtle 
St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. xv. 41. That there is 
one Glory of the Sun, another of the Moon, and 
another Glory of the Stars; for one Star aiffereth 
from another Star in Glory. From whence we 


C may 
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may reaſonably infer, that when they who 
are wiſe, and turn many to Righteouſneſs, are 
ſaid to ſhine as the Stars; it is not any com- 

mon Reſpe& which God will ſhew them, 
Such as theſe may, upon good Grounds, 
hope for ſome more peculiar Marks of his 
Favour, during their Abode in this World, 
and to be made Partakers of ſome higher 
Degrees of Glory in the World to come, 
than orhers are; for theſe are ſuch as do 
moſt viſibly own the Being of a God; ſuch 
as do moſt take his Part amidſt a wicked 
and perverſe Generation; ſuch as do moſt 
advance his Honour and Glory; nay, ſuch 
as do ſhew themſelves to be moſt like unto 

God, by promoting the ſame grand Deſi 
in the World, as he himſelf is ſo much 1n- 
tent upon, viz. the Increaſe of Righteouſ. 
neſs. And therefore who ſo fit as they to 
partake at preſent of his farther Kindnef,, 
and to be admitted into a cloſer Commu. 
nion with him hereafter. It will be a great 
Pleaſure to ſuch as theſe, to obſerve the 
Saints upon Earth to multiply through their 
Means ; and when they come into Heaven, 
how will it increaſe their Joy, to ſee them. 
ſelves ſurrounded with great Numbers of 
ſuch as they have helped to bring thither? 
Nay, what an Addition will it be to their 
| Happineſs, both then and now, to reflect 
upon the great Pains they underwent * 
0 
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ſo glorious an Account, and upon the good 
Succeſs which God was pleas'd to give to 
their Endeavours, for the reſcuing ſo many 
deluded Souls out of the Snares of the De- 
vil, into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God. | 

And thus have I done with the Reward 
which belongs to ſuch as are miſe, and turn 
many to Righteouſneſs: They will ſhine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars 
oy ever and ever. 

And now what remains, but that we be 
earneſtly exhorted to have a due Regard, 
both to the Duty, and to the Reward in 
the Text; that ſo we may be forcibly 
urged, not only to be righteous our ſelves, 


© 2 


1 but likewiſe to endeavour to make others ſo, 
2 as much as we can. 

0 There has, of late Years, been a great 
; deal of Heat in the Nation ; Oh that it was 
i for the future all employ'd this Way; and 
t that there was no other Contention amongſt 
e us, but who ſhould be moſt zealous to pro- 
r mote the true Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and 


to inlarge the Kingdom of our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 

It cannot indeed be deny*d, but that the 
Complaints concerning the Wickedneſs of 
the Times, are very juſt; and that ſuch a- 
bominable Practices do abound amongft us, 


as, it not timely repented of, may provoke 
C 2 God 
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God to pour down much ſorer Judgments 
upon us, than what we have, as yer, had 
Experience of, | 
But yet we cannot but, on the other 
Hand, rejoice, to find that there are Abun. 
dance of good People in the Kingdom, who 
honeſtly deſign the Welfare of Religion, 
and nothing elſe; and who neither ſpare 
their Pains nor their Purſes, in forwardin 
many excellent Deſigns, which have a di 
rect Tendency to promote Righteouſneſs, 
And would others be ſo wiſe as to join 
heartily with them, in ſuch their religious 
Undertakings, no Man can tell how ſoon it 
might be, before ſuch a Party [of good 
Men] was form'd, as would be too hard 
for all the Workers of Iniquity; and of ſuſ- 
ficient Power to baffle all the wicked and 
malicious Deſigns, of either hypocritical or 
atheiſtical Oppoſers; eſpecially when we 
conſider, how much Rcaſon there is to cx- 
pect all Manner of Aſſiſtance from God, in 
an Affair which we know him to be ſo much 
leaſed and delighted. with. 
He has indeed been very kind to us in 
many other Inſtances; and yonder glorious 
Appearance, is a ſufficient Demonſtration of 
his good Will towards us. And will he not, 
do you think, be as kind in a Matter, 
wherein his own Honour, and the Welfare 
. of 


——— ͤ.¶—ů 


r 


and of making others ſo. 21 


—— 


— 


of his Son's Religion, are fo immediately 
concerned ? 

He has given us great Succeſs againſt our 
temporal Enemies ; and can we believe that 
he wil! not enable us to get the better of 
our ſpiritual ones too, if we will but 
ſtruggle to get the better of them our 
ſelves ? J 

We have before us the comfortable Hopes 
of having Peace continued to us; Oh that 
there might be a ſpeedy Meeting betwixt 
| it and Righteouſneſs; and that they might 
; lovingly embrace and kiſs one another. 
Indeed they who are Rich, they who are 
| in great Power and Authority in the World, 
are in a much more likely Way of helping 
. this forward than others are ; for theſe have 
J 1 long Train of Atrendants and Followers, 
rand have a much larger Sphere to act in 
e than others have. Theſe are like a Ci 
- placed upoa a Hill, and their Example 1s 
n viſible to ſuch as are at a great Diſtance from 
1 them: Theſe have alſo a much better Pro- 

ſpect of what Good may be done; and 
n are furniſn'd with much better Opportuni- 
s es and Abilities of bringing it to paſs than 
if WM others are. Men take their Faſhions from 
i, Wl them, and Inferiors will be either afraid, 
r, or aſham'd, to act otherwiſe than in Con- 
rc WW brmity to their Deportment. It is eaſy 
of Wl therefore for ſuch as theſe to rare many to 
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Righteouſneſs. And God expects it at their 
Hands, as a Return for the many good 
things he has given them, which other; 
want; and as an Inſtance of their Faithful. 
neſs, in making that good Uſe of thoſe Ta. 
lents, with which they have been intruſted, 
as he deſigned they ſhould. 

But it ought alſo to be remembred, 
that there is no Perſon, although in never 
ſo low a Station, who is not capable of 
contributing ſomething towards ſo bleſſed a 
Work: That all we, of the meaneſt Sort, 
have ſome Relations, ſome Friends and Ac. 

uaintance, and ſuch whom either our In. 
fruRion, our Authority, or Example, may 
help to make more righteous than other. 
wiſe they would be. 

Let every Man therefore, as Opportuni. 
ty offers it ſelf, exert the Power he hath, 
be it little, or be it much, toward 
the furthering ſo pious a Deſign ; That 
by this Means the World being fome- 
what mended, through our Aid and 4 
ſiſtance; and Judgment being hereby made .. 
run down oar Streets as Waters, and Righteoi|- 
neſs as a mighty Stream, Amos v. 24. we 
may enjoy the well-grounded Aſſurance of 
receiving a Recompence from God, in pro- 
portion to the Good which hath been 
done by us. And that although we are not 
all Stars of the firſt Magnitude; yet that 
$0 | we 
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we may be Stars, . e. may every one of 
us, who are thus religiouſly imploy'd, in- 
joy the Light of our heavenly Father's 
Countenance, during our Abode in this 
| World, and may ſhine with great Lnſtre in 
' WH his Kingdom of Glory in the World to 
„ come. 
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SERMONS Printed and Sold by J. 
ſepb Downing in Bartholomew - Cloſe near 
Mieſt- Smithfield. | 


8 Advice in quarrelſome Times: A 
x J Sermon preach'd in the Pariſh Church of 
St. Edmund the Rins, on Wedneſday, March 15, 
1709. being the Faſt-Day. Publiſh'd for the 
Uſe of his Pariſhioners. 

The Charitable Man bears much Fruit : A Ser. 
mon preach'd before the Right-Honourahle 
the Lord-Mayor of London, the Court of Al. 
dermen, and Governours of the ſeveral Hol. 
pitals of the City, at the Pariſh-Church of 
St. Bridget, being one of the Spittal Sermons, 

Charity Schools recommended: A Sermon 
preach'd in ſeveral Churches of the City of 
London. 

Primitive Chriſtianity revived, A Sermon 
preach'd in the Pariſh Church of St. Edmuni 
the Ring, on Sunday April the 24th, 1709. be- 
ing Eaſter-Day in the Evening. Theſe 4 by 
Thomas Lynford, D. D. Rector of the united 
Pariſhes of St. Edmund the Ring, and St. Nichol 
Acons, and Chaplain in Ordinary to Her late 
Majeſty. Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of ſome 
Gentlemen, who contribute towards the Main- 
tenance of a Monthly Evening Sermon, to invite 
Perſons to frequent the holy Communion, 
and others who heard it. 

Doing Good to all Jen : Encouraged and di 
rected in a Sermon on Gal. vi. 10. 


